
USLIMITS2 – A Tool in the Tool Box



Background
Speed limits are selected to balance travel efficiency versus 
safety.  Some may argue that a rational speed limit is one 
that is safe, that most motorist consider appropriate, that will 
protect the public, and can be enforced.

USLIMITS2 employs a decision to advise users of the 
appropriate maximum speed limit for the specific road section  
of interest.

USLIMITS2 was developed based on input from a panel of 
experts in the USA that included traffic engineers, 
enforcement personnel, decision makers, and researchers 
from different parts of the country.



USLIMITS2 Helps Practitioners Set Appropriate Speed Limits

 USLIMITS2 is a tool to aid practitioners in determining 
appropriate speed limit recommendations.

 USLIMITS2 is a web based tool designed to help or assist in 
setting reasonable, safe, and consistent speed limits for specific 
segments of roads.  USLIMITS2 is applicable to all types of roads 
ranging from rural local roads and residential streets to urban 
freeways.  However, the tool is not applicable to school zones or 
construction zones.

 User-friendly, logical, and objective, USLIMITS2 is of particular 
benefit to local communities and agencies without ready access to 
engineers experienced in conducting speed studies for setting 
appropriate speed limits.  For experienced engineers, USLIMITS2 
can provide an objective second opinion and increase confidence 
in speed limit setting decisions.



USLIMITS2 Helps Practitioners Set Appropriate Speed Limits

 Users input factors including route type, section length, average 
daily traffic (ADT). 50th and 85th % speeds, statutory speed limit 
(if applies), and crash history

 Users will receive a recommended speed limit and list of issues 
that might need to be further investigated. 

 Users can save their project file and / or create Word and Excel 
versions of their reports.



Accessing the Expert System

• Since this program is accessed through the Internet the user is 
only required to have a computer with web-browsing software 
connected to the internet.  Any web browser version developed in 
2003 or later would be sufficient.

• Users do not need any special skills to access and use the system.  
However, to obtain useful results from the system, the user is 
required to provide specific engineering and crash information 
about the road section that is being examined.

• Next slides will demonstrate how USLIMITS2 is an useful tool 
when determining proper posted speed limits.
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Results
• After an traffic and engineering speed 

study was performed and concluded it was 
determined the posted speed limit along 
this section of SR 322 in Mifflin County 
warranted a speed increase to 65 mph

• USLIMITS2 was an useful tool that we 
utilized in determining the recommended 
and proper posted speed limit 



For more information Google 
USLIMITS2 or

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/uslimits

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/uslimits/
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Comments/Questions

Ryan P. Collins
District Safety Management Section Supervisor

814.765.0502
rycollins@pa.gov

mailto:rycollins@pa.gov
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